CHAPTER II

SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF

VAZHAKUNNAM

A study of any great man, whether he be a poet, a phi-
losopher or a spiritual leader cannot be accomplished if the influ-
ence of the time and space factors on him is not accounted prop-
erly. The various facets of the life of Vazhakunnam too was
shaped according to the pulses of the period and the society he
lived in.

Being a member of an orthodox Nambudiri family, he had to
face many a social problem, binding it, then. But before analysing
them closely, a glimpse at the socio-cultural and political situations
of the Indians with special reference to the Keralites of that period
would be relevant to get a better perspective on their impact in
the making of Vazhakunnam, his views and literature.

Vazhakunnam9 s life was between the last decade of the 19th
century and the first half of the 20th century which was a period
that witnessed many a freedom struggle in India.

The year 1857 completed a century of British rule in India,
dating from the Battle of Plassey.1 It may be regarded as the

1. R.C. Majumdar & P.N. Chopra, Main currents of Indian
History, Sterling Publishers Private Ltd., New Delhi, 1985,
pp. 200-1.
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